KING OF ROME

take up the cultivation of beet, and will show them, cut
land set aside for this purpose, what they have to do. He-
will persuade farmers in the tobacco-growing Departments
that it is profitable to grow beet instead. He will give them
to understand, in general terms, that the cultivation of beet
improves the ground, and that the waste products of the
sugar-factory make an excellent food for cattle. He will
show what outlay produces what returns, and how beet-
cultivation, even on a small scale, can deprive foreigners of
the kind of tribute they now get from France. A well-
written circular on these lines will prove quite clearly the-
incalculable advantages of a scheme which we want to
commend to all sensible men.

[CORRESP., xxi, 17485. This letter was followed a week later by a
decree setting aside 80,000 acres for the planting of beet, and founding,
6 schools for teaching the manufacture of beet-sugar,]
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SON AND HEIR

TO THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE

PARIS, March 22, 1811..

MY dear, I have received your letter; thank you for it.
My son is a big healthy child. I trust he will do well. He
has my chest, my mouth, and my eyes. I trust he will fulfil
his destiny.

I am still very pleased with Eugene: he has never given,
me an hour's anxiety.

[CORRESP., xxi, 17499. Marie Louise's son, the 'King of Rome/ was.
born on March 20.]
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